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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS  

 This question paper is divided into three sections A B and C. 

  All the questions are compulsory.  

  All the questions of a particular section must be attempted in the correct order.  

Section A (Reading)                           [20 Marks]      
               

1.  Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.          (8) 

Set in the declining but still green Western Ghats in the South-West of Karnataka, Coorg is 

the heart of India's coffee country, coffee being the world's most heavily traded commodity after 

crude oil. Coorg boasts a land area four times larger than Hong Kong and seven times the area of 

Singapore; most of it is under tree cover because, unlike tea plants, the coffee bush requires 

shade. 

India is acknowledged as the producer of the finest mild coffees. With tropical climate, high 

altitude, abundant rainfall and fertile soil, Coorg and the neighbouring Chickmagalur district in 

Karnataka have over and over again produced and exported high quality coffee for over 150 

years. The coffee output of these two districts accounts for 70% of the total coffee produced in 

the country.  

Coorg is a rural region with most of the economy based on agriculture, plantations and 

forestry. This is primarily due to coffee production and plantation crops. 

Coffee plantations situated on hillsides take advantage of shade from existing forests. Coffee 

process is also a major economic contributor. In recent years, tourism has also begun to play a 

role in the economy. Eco-tourism, such as walk and trekking tours, take advantage of plantation 

buildings converted into guest houses.  

Coorg coffee is valued for its blue colour, clean beans and fine liquoring qualities and hence 

is in demand in the international markets. 

 

March and April is the coffee blossom time in Coorg. When blossoms transform into berries, 

the bushes are cropped. The cherry-red fruit is then pulped; the seeds separated, dried and sent 

for curing. Coorg or Kodagu is the district which is one of the largest producers of pepper, 

cardamom and honey in the world. 

 Answer the following questions: 
(i) The coffee bush requires to grow... .........             (1) 

(ii) Coorg coffee is valued for  .........              (1)  

(iii) What happens when the blossoms transform into berries?           (1) 

(iv) Which are the other products of Coorg?              (1)  

(v) The coffee blossom months in Coorg are..........             (1)  

(vi) How many times in land area is Coorg larger than Hong Kong?          (1)  

(vii) Find a word in the passage which means the same as‘production’                             (1)   

(viii) What climatic conditions are required to grow coffee?           (1)  

2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.              (12) 

The future is a mystery to everyone. Some people would argue that the future is bright 

because modern technology will soon be able to solve most problems in our society. Other 

people think that modern technology will bring about the destruction of the world. If we consider 

the recent negative environmental and social trends in the world, today it is impossible to be 

optimistic about the future.  

It can be argued that modern technology has solved many of the world's problems, and may 

continue to do so in the future. We have made rapid progress, especially in the fields of 

medicine, communication and transport. Scientists are now able to cure or prevent many of the 

diseases that previously affected millions of people. For example, polio can be eliminated simply 

by vaccination.  

Apart from this, there has been an explosion in the area of information technology and 

communication. This also makes it easier to conduct business in any part of the world. Along 

with the advances made in communication, transport has also been improved all over the world. 



Even in developing countries, many people now own private transport or are able to travel 

quickly and easily using public transport. Therefore, it is sometimes claimed that technology will 

provide mankind with the universal panacea of the future.  

However, modern technology also brings many disadvantages. Pollution is one result of 

increased technology and industrialisation. The effects of this can be seen in the destruction of 

the ozone layer as well as global warming. Improvements in technology have also increased the 

effectiveness of weapons, especially weapons of mass destruction.  

As a direct result of modern technology, in the future new diseases will certainly appear. 

Although transport has improved, it brings with it the danger of air pollution and traffic 

congestion. Overpopulation and starvation will increase in the future because natural resources 

are limited and undoubtedly the amount of fertile land is decreasing steadily.  

In conclusion, it is clear that for most people in the world, the future is not bright because 

mankind is destroying the environment through unsustainable development. Modern technology 

can solve some problems but without careful planning the future looks bleak.   

  Answer the following questions:  

(i) What changes has technology brought in developing countries?          (2)  

(ii) As per the passage, what are the advantages of technology?           (2) 

(iii) Is the writer optimistic or pessimistic about the future? Why?           (2)  

(iv) There are many disadvantages in using modern technology. What are they?         (2)  

(v) Which word in paragraph 1 will be synonym of 'devastation'?           (1) 

(vi) Which word in paragraph 5 will be antonym of 'intermittent'?           (1) 

(vii) How scientists are able to cure or prevent many diseases?           (1)  

(viii) How is it easier to conduct business in any part of the world?           (1) 

                   Section – B (Writing Skills and Grammar)          [30 Marks] 

3. Ozone is an essential layer that is formed in the stratosphere. It filters radiations from the sun 

without reaching the Earth directly. However, nowadays this ozone is getting depleted every year 

due to the activities of humans .Unless we prevent this, we may have to face serious threats. 

With the help of the clues given below and with your own ideas, write a letter to the editor, 

suggesting measures to prevent the depletion of ozone layer. (100-120 words).You are 

Ankit/Ankita.                   (8)  

• Encourage  afforestation  • Use eco-friendly products 

• Save energy    • Strict enforcing of laws 

• Public awareness 

Or 

  You are Secretary, Ashok Nagar Welfare Society, Kanpur. Write a letter to the Chairman, 

Kanpur Electricity Supply Undertaking complaining about frequent power failures in your area 

and difficulties experienced by the residents. Sign yourself as Reena Mittal.          (8)  

4. Write a short story based on the beginning given below in about 200-250 word. Give your 

story a suitable title.                                                                                                         (10)  

                    I was reading a book when I looked up a strange face started appearing on the wall 

in front of me..........  

5.  Fill in the blanks with the words that you consider to be the most appropriate.             (1x4=4) 

a) She is one of the best mothers that......... ever lived.  

b) You are not the first man who......... been deceived by appearances.  

c) One of his many good traits that........ to my mind was his modesty.  

d) Vegetables are valued mainly for........... high vitamin and mineral contents.  

 

6.  The following passage has not been edited. Identify the error in each line and write it along      

with the correction. The first has been done as an example.           (1/2 x8=4) 

    Incorrect             Correct  

Bringing about the major change             the        a  

On its Haj policy, the Centre                                     a)________         ________ 

Has decided for restrict the                                        b)________         ________ 

Numbers of pilgrimages to                                        c)________         ________ 

The holy towns for Mecca                                         d)________        _________ 

And Medina to ‘once at a                                          e)________        _________ 



Lifetime’, since against the existing                           f)________         ________ 

Policy of ‘once in five years’. A                                 g)________         ________ 

Rule will apply to pilgrims whose go                          h)________        ________ 

Through the Haj Committee of India. 

 

7. Read the conversation given below and complete the passage that follows.        (1 x 4 = 4)  

        Patient :  Good afternoon, I need to get an ECG done.  

Receptionist :  Sorry. Our machine is not working. You can come tomorrow. 

Patient :  What! But I think I'm having a heart attack right now!  

A patient went to the doctor's clinic, greeted the receptionist and said that  

(a)______ The receptionist apologised and told him (b)______ She also added that the 

patient (c)_______ The patient reacted angrily and said (d)_______  
 

Section - C (Literature and  Novel)         [30 Marks] 

8. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow.   (1 x 4 = 4)  

    "Well", I said, "we're leaving on Monday. Is there anything I can do for you before we go?  

      (i)  What did Jacopo ask the author to do?  

     (ii)  What was Nicola's reaction to his brother's demand? 

    (iii)  Which word in the extract is an antonym of 'arriving'?  

    (iv)  Where did the boys want to be dropped?  

        Or 

Now the frog puffed up with rage.  

Brainless bird you are on the stage 

Use your wits and follow fashion,  

Puff your lungs out with your passion.'    

 

(i) Why does the frog get angry at the nightingale? 

(ii) In which manner does the frog ask the nightingale to sing?  

(iii)If you are not witty then you are (give the opposite).  

(iv) What happened when the nightingale puffed up her lungs?  

9. Answer any four questions in about 30-40 words each.            (2 x 4 = 8) 

 (i)  Give the theme of the poem 'Ozymandias'.  

 (ii) What three things did Grand father decide to do  next monday?  

 (iii) Explain Calpurnia's dream about Caesar in your own words.  

 (iv) Comment upon the sailors’ attitude towards the death of the Albatross.  

 (v) What was Hallock's premonitory chill?  
 

10. Answer any one of the following questions in 100-120 words            (8) 

The story 'Virtually True' depicts a world of immense possibilities resulting out of a 

synthesis of human intelligence and the artificial intelligence of computers. Write a short note 

on how computer games enhance and promote things like goal selling and achievement, 

problem solving, meeting challenges etc.  

Or 

The encounter with the snake and the dual response of the poet to its presence at the 

water trough reflects a conflict between civilised social education and natural human instincts. 

The poet writes a diary entry highlighting how he was torn between two voices. Write his 

diary entry throwing light on the moral lesson conveyed by the poem. 

 11. Give a pen portrait of Dr. Graham Bell as given by Helen?                                                (10) 

Or 

How did Helen Keller  explore the exhibits at the Chicago World Fair, and what change did 

it  bring to her life? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


