
ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL, CHANDIMANDIR 

SAMPLE PAPER 

CLASS- XII, SESSION: 2017-18 

SUBJECT- ENGLISH CORE 

 

Time – 3 hrs                  Max.Marks-100 

 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 

 This paper is divided into three sections : A, B and C. All the sections are 

compulsory.  

 Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever 

necessary.  

 Read these instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully.  

 Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.  

 

SECTION A : Reading [30 Marks] 

 

1. Read the passage given below.            (12) 

  

1. Many of us believe that 'small' means 'insignificant'. We believe that small actions and 

choices do not have much impact on our lives. We think that it is only the big things, the 

big actions and the big decisions that really count. But when you look at the lives of all 

great people, you will see that they built their character through small decisions, small 

choices and small actions that they performed every day. They transformed their lives 

through a step-by-step or day-by-day approach. They nurtured and nourished their good 

habits and chipped away at their bad habits, one step at a time. It was their small day-to-

day decisions that added up to make a tremendous difference in the long run. Indeed, in 

matters of personal growth and character building, there is no such thing as an overnight 

success.  

2. Growth always occurs through a sequential series of stages. There is an organic 

process to growth. When we look at children growing up, we can see this process at 

work: the child first learns to crawl, then to stand and walk, and finally to run. The same 

is true in the natural world. The soil must first be tilled, and then the seed must be sowed. 

Next, it must be nurtured with enough water and sunlight, and only then will it grow, bear 

fruit and finally ripen and be ready to eat. 

3. Gandhi understood this organic process and used this universal law of nature to his 

benefit. Gandhi grew in small ways, in his day-to-day affairs. He did not wake up one 

day and find himself to be the 'Mahatma'. In fact, there was nothing much in his early life 

that showed signs of greatness. But from his mid-twenties onwards, he deliberately and 

consistently attempted to change himself, reform himself and grow in some small way 

every day. Day-by-day, hour-by-hour, he risked failure, experimented and learnt from 

mistakes. In small and large situations alike, he took up rather than avoiding 

responsibility.  

4. People have always marvelled at the effortless way in which Gandhi could accomplish 

the most difficult tasks. He displayed a great deal of self-mastery and discipline that was 

amazing. These things did not come easily to him. Years of practice and disciplined 

training went into making his successes possible. Very few saw his struggles, fears, 

doubts and anxieties, or his inner efforts to overcome them. They saw the victory, but not 

the struggle.  

5. This is a common factor in the lives of all great people: they exercised their freedoms 

and choices in small ways that made great impact on their lives and their environment. 

Each of their small decisions and actions, added up to have a profound impact in the long 

run. By understanding this principle, we can move forward with confidence in the 

direction of our dreams. Often when our 'ideal goal' looks too far from us, we become 



easily discouraged, disheartened and pessimistic. However, when we choose to grow in 

small ways, taking small steps one at a time, performing it becomes easy.  

 

(a) On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer each of the questions 

given below with the help of the options that follow.            (1 x4 = 4)  

a) The main idea in the first paragraph is that  

b) Big things, big actions and big decisions make a person great.  

c) Small actions and decisions are important in one's life.  

d) Overnight success is possible for all of us.  

e) Personal changes are not important.  

 

(ii) What does the writer mean by saying 'chipped away at their bad habits'?  

       (a) Steadily gave up bad habits            (b) Slowly produced bad habits  

       (c) Gradually criticised bad habits      (d) Did not like bad habits  

 

(iii) Which of the following statements is true in the context of the third paragraph?  

a) Gandhi became great overnight.  

b) Gandhi showed signs of greatness in childhood itself.  

c) Every day Gandhi made efforts to change himself in some small way.  

d) Gandhi never made mistakes.  

 

(iv) What is done by great people to transform their lives?  

     (a) They approach life on a day-by-day basis    (b) They build character in small ways.  

     (c) They believe in performing every day.         (d) All of the above  

 

(b) Answer the following questions as briefly as possible.           (1 x 6 = 6) 

i. How do small actions and choices impact our lives?  

ii. Describe organic process of growth through an example from the text.  

iii. What, according to the author, is the 'universal law of nature'?  

iv. How did Gandhi accomplish the most difficult tasks effortlessly?  

v. Which things about Gandhi's life were not seen by most people?  

vi. How can we achieve our 'ideal goals'? 

 

(c) Find words from the passage which mean the same as each of the following. 

       (1 x 2 = 2) 

i. Intentionally / purposely (para3) 

ii. Of deep significance; far reaching (para5) 

 

2. Read the passage given below.            (10) 

1.  Asteroids are essentially chunks of rock that measure in size from a few feet to 

several miles in diameter. (Small asteroids are called meteroids.) The largest asteroid, 

Ceres, is about 590 miles (950 kilometres) wide. Like most asteroids, it lies in the 

asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter.  

2. Though too small to earn the distinction of planet, asteroids strike huge fear in the 

human mind. And for good reason: at some point in the future, one of the chunky 

rocks or icy mud balls will slam into Earth and alter the course of history. Such an 

impact 65 million years ago is widely believed to have killed off the dinosaurs.  

3. Until recently many astronomers believed that asteroids travel about the solar system 

unaccompanied by satellites. These astronomers assumed this because they 

considered asteroid-satellite systems inherently unstable. Theoreticians could have 

told them otherwise: even minuscule bodies in the solar system can theoretically have 

satellites, as long as everything is in proper scale.  

4. Observations now suggest that asteroid satellites may exist not only in theory, but 

also in reality. Several astronomers have noticed, while watching asteroids pass 

briefly in front of stars, that something besides the known asteroid sometimes blocks 

out the star as well. Is that something a satellite?  



5. The most convincing such report concerns the asteroid Herculina, which was due to 

pass in front of a star in 1978. Astronomers waiting for the predicted event found not 

just one occultation, or eclipse, of the star, but two distinct drops in brightness. One 

was the predicted occultation, exactly on time. The other, lasting about five seconds, 

preceded the predicted event by about two minutes. The presence of a secondary body 

near Herculina thus seemed strongly indicated. To cause the secondary occultation, 

an unseen satellite would have to be about 45 kilometre in diameter, a quarter of the 

size of Herculina and at a distance of 990 kilometres from the asteroid at the time. 

These values are within theoretical bounds and such an asteroid-satellite pair could be 

stable.  

6. With the Herculina event, apparent secondary occultations became 'respectable' and 

more commonly reported. In fact, so common did reports of secondary events become 

that they are now simply too numerous for all of them to be accurate. Even if every 

asteroid has as many satellites as can be fitted around it without an undue number of 

collisions, only one in every hundred primary occultations would be accompanied by 

a secondary event (one in every thousand if asteroid satellite systems resembled those 

of the planets).  

7. Yet even astronomers who find the case for asteroid satellites unconvincing at present 

say, they would change their minds if a photoelectric record were made of a well-

behaved secondary event. By 'well-behaved' they mean that during occultation the 

observed brightness must drop sharply as the star winks out and must rise sharply as 

it reappears from behind the obstructing object, but the brightness during the 

secondary occultation must drop to that of the asteroid, no higher and no lower. This 

would make it extremely unlikely that an airplane or a glitch in the instruments was 

masquerading as an occulting body.  

 

(a) On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, complete each of the        

statements given below with the help of the options that follow.           (1x2 =2) 

 (i) The primary purpose of writing this passage is   

 (a) to list the effects of global warming.  

(b) to encourage the readers to vote.  

(c) review whether or not satellites of asteroids exist.  

(d) to develop policies to counter terrorism.  

 

(ii) The asteroid Herculina was due to pass in front of a star in...... 

   (a) 1968   (b) 1978  (c) 1988  (d) 1958  

 

(b) Answer the following questions briefly.               (1 x6=6)  

i. What does the Herculina event suggest?  

ii. What event provided evidence that Herculina has a satellite?  

iii. What was the attitude of astronomers towards asteroid satellites after the  

Herculina event, according to the passage?  

iv. Prior to reports of the Herculina event, if there were observations of 

phenomena exactly like the phenomena now labelled secondary occultations, 

what would astronomers have done, as implied by the author?  

v. What was the frequency of reports of secondary occultations after the 

Herculina event? 

vi. What can be deduced as the diameter of the Herculina asteroid to cause a 

secondary occultation? 

 (c) Find words from the passage which mean the same as each of the following.  

 (i) differently than mentioned (para 3) (ii) clearly observed (para 5)         (1 x2=2)  

 

3.  Read the passage given below.              (8)  

Chocolates make the best gifts and there is a whole industry that is churning out these 

goodies exclusively for you. But where did chocolate originate from? We'll give you the 

answers. The botanical name of the cocoa tree, from which chocolate is made, is 



Theobroma Cacao. The first word is Greek for 'food of the Gods'. Depending on whom 

you believe, this seductive substance is an effective mood lifter and good for the heart 

besides being the cause of spots, migraine, obesity and stressed-out nerves.  

Now we learn that chocolate has been around for a lot longer than it was previously 

thought. Traces of it have been found in pots discovered in Mayan graves in Mexico, 

some of which date back to 600 BC, which pushes back the earliest chemical evidence of 

chocolate by more than 1000 years. Chocolate is made from the seeds or 'beans' of the 

cocoa tree- the leathery cocoa pod contains upto 100 beans. Aztecs in Mexico and 

Mayans in Belize worshipped tree and used its beans as a form of currency. They also hit 

upon the idea of crushing the beans, boiling them in water, then adding spices and 

drinking the resulting hot, frothy liquid. In the 16th century, Spaniards who landed in 

Mexico wrote of how the Aztec Emperor Moctezuma drank chocolate 'from pure gold 

cups with great reverence.'  

Gradually, chocolate became a part of European life. Rich aristocrats and the privileged 

elite adopted the habit of drinking it during the day. Chocolate drink gained in popularity 

when sugar was added to it and coffee houses began to serve it. Cocoa plantations sprang 

up all over the world to meet the growing demand and as the export of cocoa beans 

increased, chocolate became more easily available to the ordinary people in Europe.  

 

The first attempt at making solid chocolate came in the early 1800s, when the cocoa 

beans were ground into a powder, heated, sweetened and pressed into a mould. The 

resulting product resembled the chocolate truffles we eat today but had a short shelf life. 

It was a Dutch chemist and food scientist, Coenrad Van Houten, who in 1825 perfected 

the extraction of cocoa butter from beans, which enabled the production of solid bars we 

would recognise as chocolate today. In the 1880s, Rodolphe Lindt of Switzerland started 

adding extra cocoa to make a product that melted at 36°C. Around the same time Daniel 

Peter, a Swiss candy-maker, added condensed milk developed by Henri Nestle to 

chocolate, making a sweeter and smoother variety of what is now one of the world's 

favourite foods.  

(a) On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, make notes on it using 

headings and sub-headings. Use recognisable abbreviations wherever necessary 

(minimum 4) and a format you consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to it. (5) 

 

 (b) Write a summary of the above passage in about 80 words.           (3) 

 

 

SECTION B: Writing Skills [30 Marks] 

 

4. You are Ashish/Ratika of 25, Gandhi Nagar You have received a letter from your close 

friend inviting you to attend the marriage of his sister. But unfortunately you cannot 

attend it due to your previous commitments. Write him a reply to the informal invitation 

regretting your inability to attend the marriage ceremony. (50-60 words)        (4)  

Or 

You are associated with an NGO named 'Kids Tale'. This NGO collects the old, broken 

and discarded toys of kids of well-to-do families, fixes them and distributes them  among 

poor kids. You want to help them. Design a poster to be displayed in different areas 

around the city asking people to donate toys generously.  

 

5. Write a letter to the Manager, National Disaster Management Association (NDMA) 

requesting him to conduct a safety drill for earthquake so that students can be aware of 

the safety measures to be taken in such situations. You are RK Bhatia, Principal, Army 

Public School. You can use the following clues. (120-150 words)           (6)  

Clues  

• Drill in morning assembly     • Check convenience 

• Information about day and time     • Beneficial for teachers too 

• Avoid creating panic     • Primary students escape first  



• Students should follow instructions  

Or 

UNO Bank needs PROs in their branches all over India. The bank is offering handsome 

salary even to freshers who have excellent command over English. You are Ritika 

Khanna. Write an application to the HR Manager, UNO Bank, New Delhi offering your 

services. Also forward your detailed resume. (120-150 words)           (6) 

 

6. Places of pilgrimage have turned more into tourist spots. They are loosing their 

importance and grace, thereby disturbing nature too. Write an article in 150-200 words on 

‘Maintain the grace of Pilgrimages’. You are Sandeep.          (10) 

Or 

You are Navita. You recently attended a campaign on lifestyle diseases organised by Max 

Hospital on the occasion of World Health Day. Write a report on the campaign for school 

magazine in 150-200 words.             (10) 

 

7. Mobile phones of today are no longer a means of communication. Music lovers are so 

glued to it that they don’t pay attention even to the traffic while crossing the roads. This 

leads to accidents sometimes even fatal ones. Write a speech in 150-200 words to be 

delivered in the morning assembly advising the students to be careful in the use of this 

gadget. Imagine you are Principal of your school.           (10) 

Or 

 

Peer pressure is helpful for development. If there is no peer pressure at all, then there 

would be no goal or aim to succeed. Write a debate in favour of the motion, 'Peer 

Pressure is More Beneficial than Not' in 150-200 words.  

Clues  

• Balanced peer pressure •    • Not pressure, but an inspiration  

• Exposure to diverse human behaviour  •Exchange of good things  

• Brings positive change in thinking  

• Personal assessment and personality growth  

 

SECTION C : Literature (Text Books) [40 Marks] 

 

8. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow.   

.........but soon                    (1x4=4)  

put that thought away, and  

looked out at young  

trees sprinting, the merry children spilling out of their homes  

(i) What are 'the merry children spilling out of their homes' symbolic of?  

(ii) Who looked out at the young trees and why? 

(iii) Which thought did she put away?  

(iv) Why were the 'trees sprinting'?  

Or 

 

When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie  

Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by.  

The tigers in the panel that she made 

Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid.  

 

i. Will Aunt experience freedom?  

ii. Why are her hands 'terrified'? 

iii. Why did she make the tigers?  

iv. What will happen to the tigers after her death?  

 

9. Answer any four of the following questions in 30-40 words each. (3 x 4 = 12) 



i. What does the poet want for the children of the slum? How can their life be  

changed?(An Elementry Classroom in a Slum) 

ii. "It ate my face up. It ate me up." Who said these words? Why?(On the Face of It)  

iii. How did Douglas make sure that he had conquered the old terror?  

iv. Why was Gandhiji impressed with Rajkumar Shukla's tenacity and determination?  

v. How did Dr Sadao get rid of the enemy soldier? 

vi. Why was the high-ranking British official offended. How did Tiger King please 

him? 

 

10. Answer any one of the following questions in 120-150 words.          (6) 

The story, 'The Rattrap', explores the idea that human beings possess the innate tendency 

to redeem themselves from their dishonest ways when given the right motivation. 

Discuss. 

Or 

"My Children, this is the last lesson I shall give you." What was the impact of M Hamel's 

words on the assembled class and why?  

 

11. Answer any one of the following questions in 120-150 words. (6)  

Reflecting on the story 'Evans Tries an ‘0’ Level', what did you feel about Evans having 

last laugh?  

Or 

What was the incident that shattered the innocence of Bama's childhood? How did her 

brother interpret the incident and what advice did he give her? 

 

12. What were the difficulties faced by Griffin to achieve his dream of invisibility? Were the 

ways adopted by him morally correct?(120-150 words)           (6) 

 

13. Attempt a character sketch of Dr Kemp as a law-abiding citizen.(120-150 words)        (6) 


